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naval shipbuilding

CMN is delivering 59 32-metre 
HSIs to Saudi Arabia

uncrewed surface vessels (USVs). 
These sprang to prominence late 
last year when Ukraine mounted an 
attack on Russia’s Black Sea Fleet 
in Sevastopol with multiple USVs, 
coordinated with uncrewed aerial 
vehicles.

“USVs have been a topic of 
interest for the group for almost a 
decade,” said Safa. “We reached a 
milestone last March at the World 
Defence Show in Riyadh, where 
the commander of the Royal Saudi 
Naval Forces remotely piloted our 
own HSI 32 (32-metre high-speed 
interceptor) from our booth in 
Riyadh, as it navigated off the coast 
of Cherbourg, Normandy, where 
our French shipyard is located. 

“We are proud to say that this is 
the largest and fastest USV in its 
class on the high seas today. We 
are going one step further and are 
ready to release a new product line: 
our HSI USV class. These designs 
were developed based on the lines 
of our WP18, Ocean Eagle 43, and 
DV 15 vessels.” 

Safa said that the naval 
shipbuilding market is vibrant and 
constantly evolving – just as threats 

similarly evolve. 
“I would like to highlight two 

trends this year. Firstly, we are 
witnessing a shift to, and focus 
on, USVs. The benefits of USVs 
to their navies are numerous – no 
risk to human life, increasing the 
operational capabilities of the 

vessel, cost savings, increasing 
autonomy, efficiency, etc. 

“The second trend relates 
to the increase in vessel use for 
non-traditional missions, such 
as humanitarian aid and disaster 
relief, as well as protecting the 
environment and the wealth 
inherent in it. 

“These range from coral reefs, 
to economic exclusive zones 
(EECs) and the ‘blue economy’. 
The latter is a new framework 
being implemented by many of 
the countries we deal with. What 
falls within this framework varies 
among countries, but generally the 
focus is on (sustainably) exploiting, 
preserving and regenerating the 
marine environment.” 

One major regional deal with 
which CMN Naval is involved is the 
ongoing delivery of 59 32-metre 
HSIs to Saudi Arabia. “This is 
a benchmark project as it is the 
first successful naval transfer 
of technology and localisation 
programme in the kingdom,” said 
Safa. “Half of the vessels were built 
by our partners, Zamil Shipyards. 

“It is a project we are all very 

proud of and speaks to the constant 
innovation and development that is 
engrained into the company ethos. 
At present, we are building for 
another Middle Eastern navy and 
have various programmes in the 
pipeline, some of which concern 
the region.” 

The tense international situation 
in several regions of the world has 
seen many countries announce 
increases in their defence budgets. 
Does CMN Naval see some of 
those increased budgets being 
spent on navies? 

“This is definitely welcome 
news,” said Safa. “However, 
between announcing and 
delivering, one always witnesses 
a time lag. I think 2023 will be 
the year where a lot of these 
announcements turn into concrete 
projects. 

“The geopolitical instability, 
the war in Ukraine, and the 
increased threat from uncrewed 
systems makes it essential that 
countries must continue to 
increase their resources to defend 
their sovereignty and their most 
important asset, their people.” ▲
















